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Aspects of the Holocaust
Instructor contact.  Email: hsgispen@olemiss.edu.  Phone: 915-1500.  Office hours: by appointment only. 
Overview.  This seminar begins with an investigation of representations and memory of the Holocaust in contemporary American life, culminating in the campus visit of Elie Wiesel on February 8, 2010 and discussion in the February 10 class period of Wiesel’s significance in the field of Holocaust studies and Holocaust remembrance.  The second, main part of the course will examine the Holocaust from its origins in European history and Christian Antisemitism to its culmination in the gas chambers and murder factories in German-occupied Poland during World War II.  Toward the end of the semester, the chronological approach shifts to a thematic one, which examines issues such as the role of bystanders, the possibility of rescue, Jewish armed and unarmed resistance, and the role of the churches in the Holocaust.

Readings.  Students should purchase the following books:

Yehuda Bauer, A History of the Holocaust, rev. ed.  New York, 2001.

Christopher R. Browning and Jürgen Matthäus, The Origins of the Final Solution: The Evolution of Nazi Jewish Policy, September 1939-March 1942.  Lincoln and Jerusalem, 2004.

Christopher Browning, Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland.  New York, 1992.

Ian Kershaw, Hitler, The Germans, and the Final Solution.  New Haven, London, Jerusalem, 2008.

Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz.  New York, 1993.

Donald L. Niewyk, ed., The Holocaust, 3d ed.  Boston, 2003.

Art Spiegelman, Maus: A Survivor’s Tale, 2 vols.  New York, 1986-1991.

Elie Wiesel, The Night Trilogy: Night, Dawn, Day.  New York, 2008.

Some additional reading material can be accessed via Blackboard (Bb) and was taken from the following works:

M. Berenbaum and A. J. Peck, ed., The Holocaust and History: The Known, the Unknown, the Disputed, and the Reexamined.  Washington DC, Bloomington, and Indianapolis, 1998.

M. Burleigh, ed., Confronting the Nazi Past: New Debates on Modern German History.  New York, 1996.

T. Childers and J. Caplan, ed., Reevaluating the Third Reich.  New York and London, 1993.

M. Chmiel, Elie Wiesel and the Politics of Moral Leadership.  Philadelphia, 2001. 

C. Rittner, ed.,  Elie Wiesel: Between Memory and Hope.  New York, 1990.

Course requirements.  This course meets once a week, Wednesday afternoons from 4:00 to 6:30 pm in Croft Room 306.  Students are required to attend all classes.   The only absences that will be excused are those for which a student has received permission from the instructor 24 hours in advance.  Class participation counts for one third of the grade.  Two papers count equally for the remaining two thirds of the course.  The first paper is due Thursday, March 11, noon.  The second paper is due Monday, May 3, noon.  Papers must be submitted in both hard copy and electronic formats.  Papers must be double-spaced, have a title and one-inch margins all around, 275-300 words per page, and 8-10 pages of text.  Notes and citations must follow Turabian style and are not included in the 8-10 page text count.  Paper topics will be selected in consultation with the instructor.  Depending on circumstances, we may screen several films, either in class or at a different time or a combination of both.

Course Aims and Objectives.  The broad aim of this course is to acquaint students with (1) the history of the Holocaust that Germany’s National Socialist regime undertook during World War II in Europe and (2) the phenomenon of Holocaust memory and recollection as exemplified by the writer and Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel.  Upon completion of the course, students will have been introduced to Wiesel’s work and place in public life and be generally familiar with the origins, course, and historical significance of the Holocaust.  Specific objectives center on familiarizing students with the problems and aspects of the Holocaust that are outlined in the weekly topics of this syllabus.   Students will demonstrate their learning in weekly class discussions of those topics and two analytical term papers. 
Schedule of weekly readings and topics.
	Week 
	Date
	Topic

	1
	1/20
	Holocaust Survivors I: Spiegelman, Maus, vols. 1 and 2. 

	2
	1/27
	Holocaust Survivors II: Primo Levi and Elie Wiesel

Levi, Survival in Auschwitz.  Wiesel, Night.

	3
	2/3
	Coming to Grips with the Past? The Struggles of Elie Wiesel

Wiesel, Dawn and Day.  Chmiel, Elie Wiesel and the Politics of Moral Leadership, ch. 1 (“The Jewish Remembrancer,” 1-20). 

	4
	2/8
	Dinner meeting with Wiesel and Public Lecture at Ford Center

	4
	2/10
	Political and Moral Significance of Elie Wiesel

Chmiel, Wiesel and the Politics of Moral Leadership, ch. 2-5 (“The Impassioned Advocate,” The Cosmopolitan Witness,” the Diaspora Apologist,” “The Worthy Victim.”

	5
	2/17
	Origins of the Holocaust I: European and German Antisemitism

Bauer, History of the Holocaust, ch. 1-4. Kershaw, Hitler, the Germans and the Final Solution, ch. 5 (“The ‘Everyday’ and the ‘Exceptional, ’”119-38), ch. 7 (“Reactions to the Persecution of the Jews,” 151-96).  Niewyk, The Holocaust: Katz, “Anti-Semitism Through the Ages,” 9-24.

	6
	2/24
	Origins of the Holocaust II: Science, Race, and Population Policy

Niewyk: The Holocaust: Friedlander, “Opening Act of Nazi Genocide” (39-55). Detlev J. K Peukert, “The Genesis of the “Final Solution” from the Spirit of Science,”  on Bb.  Götz Aly, “The Planning Intelligentsia and the ‘Final Solution,’” Bb.  Paul Weindling, “Understanding Nazi Racism: Precursors and Perpetrators,” Bb.  Michael Burleigh, “Saving Money, Spending Lives: Psychiatry, Society and the ‘Euthanasia’ Program,” Bb. 

	7
	3/3
	Origins of the Holocaust III: Hitler and National Socialism

Bauer, History of the Holocaust, ch. 5-6.  Kershaw, Hitler, the Germans and the Final Solution, ch. 1 (“Working towards the Führer”), ch. 2, (“Ideologue and Propagandist”), ch. 4 (“Hitler’s Role in the ‘Final Solution’”). 

	8
	3/10
	Nazi Germany in Poland: Expulsion, Occupation, and Ghettoization
Bauer, History of the Holocaust, ch. 7-8. Browning, Origins of the Final Solution, ch. 1-5.

	
	3/17
	Spring Break

Browning, Ordinary Men, entire.

	9
	3/24
	Invasion of the Soviet Union: Mass Shootings and Launching Genocide

Browning, Origins of the Final Solution, ch. 6-7.  Browning, Ordinary Men, entire. 

	10
	3/31
	The “Final Solution:” Auschwitz and the Death Camps

Bauer, History of the Holocaust, ch. 9-10.  Browning, Origins of the Final Solution, ch. 8-10.  Niewyk, Holocaust, 105-39: Bettelheim, “Helpless Victims”; Des Pres, “The Will to Survive”; Milton “Women’s Survival Skills”; Langer, “Gendered Suffering?”

	11
	4/7
	Problems of Jewish Resistance

Bauer, History of the Holocaust, ch. 11.  Niewyk, Holocaust, 139-78: Hilberg, “Two Thousand Years of Jewish Appeasement; Bauer, “Forms of Jewish Resistance”; Trunk, “Why the Jewish Councils Cooperated.”  Yitzhak Arad, “The Armed Jewish Resistance in Eastern Europe: Its Unique Conditions and Its Relations with the Jewish Councils (Judenräte) in the Ghettos,” Bb.

	12
	4/14
	Bystanders, Onlookers, and the Churches

Niewyk, Holocaust, 179-217, 248-59: Gutman and Krakowski, “The Poles Helped Persecute the Jews; Lukas, “The Poles Were Fellow Victims”; Marrus and Paxton, “Western Europeans and the Jews”; Phayer, “The Silence of Pope Pius XII.”  John T. Palikowski, “The Catholic Response to the Holocaust: Institutional Perspectives,” Bb.  Doris L. Bergen, “The Ecclesiastical Final Solution: The German Christian Movement and the Anti-Jewish Church,” Bb.

	13
	4/21
	Rescue and Rescuers

Bauer, History of the Holocaust, ch. 12.  Niewyk, Holocaust, 218-232, 233-47, 260-74: Oliner and Oliner, “The Altruistic Personality”; Rubinstein, “The Myth of Rescue”; Laqueur, “The Failure to Comprehend.”  Nechama Tec, Reflections on Rescuers,” Bb.  Eva Fogelman, “The Rescuer Self,” Bb. Gerhard Weinberg, “The Allies and the Holocaust,”  Bb.

	14
	4/28
	End and Aftermath

Bauer, History of the Holocaust, ch. 13-14.  Kershaw, Hitler, The Germans, and the Final Solution, ch. 12 (“Hitler and the Uniqueness of Nazism”), ch. 14 (“War and Political Violence in Twentieth-Century Europe”).
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